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The Heart of the Tree

~Henry Cuyler Bunner

——

What does he plant who plants a tree?
He plants a friend of sun and sky;
He plants the flag of breezes free;

The shaft of beauty, towering high;
He plants a home to heaven anigh; -
For song and mother-croon of bird l

In hushed and happy twilight heard--

The treble of heaven's harmony--
These things he plants who plants a tree,

What does he plant who plants a tree? i
He plants cool shade and tender rain, '
And seed and bud of days to be,
_ And years that fade and ﬂush again;
Sl _ He plants the g’lﬂrj,r of the plam
| He plants the fure&tfs-_"_’"" tage;




His blessings on the neig_hhﬂrh@ﬂ_d
Who in the hollow of His hand
Holds all the growth of all our land--
A nation’s growth from sea to sea !
Stirs in his heart who plants a tree. i i
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How do the last two lines of the extract explain the process
~How does the man plant the forest's heritage?
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(iv) How do the trees provide for the harvest of the following
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(v} What does the expression unborm eyes indicate? What will
would bring them joy?
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To answer these questions you can take help from

the following study material:



The Heart of the Tree

Henry Cuyler Bunner (1855 1896)
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The Heart of the Tree is a poem written by American novelist and poet, Henry
Cuyler Bunner. By asking the question in the first line of every stanza in the poem,
“What does he plant who plants a tree?” he wants the readers to think about the
answer and then he himself gives the answer. Bunner appreciates trees not only
for their aesthetic value but also for their role in human welfare. For him, a tree
proves to be a friend of the sun and the sky and contributes positively for the
growth of a nation.

The Poet

Henry Cuyler Bunner was born on August 3, 1855, in New York. He was educated
in New York City. He turned to journalism, after working as a clerk in a business
establishment house, In 1877, he became the assistant editor of the comic weekly,
Puck was a new periodical then, fighting for its survival, but Bunner’s literary
skills and hard work developed it into a powerful social and political media. It is
hﬂ:ﬁ’-ﬁd that Bunner's prose style never attained literary perfection, but it has its
ch arm in its simplicity. Bunner died on May 11, 1896, at a young age of forty one.

His Mﬂtl. Bunner was known primarily as the editor of the humour magazine,
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for the well being of society. He becomes more anxious and firmly says that
the growth of the nation depends on plants. Tree plantation, thus indeed is

a “blessing on the neighbourhood.”

Concern for the Future of the Earth: The poem brings forward the poet’s
concern about the future of the Earth. It seems as if the poet could see the
impending destruction and thus indirectly appeals to the readers to plant
trees, not only for themselves but also for the future generations. According
to the poet, our survival is greatly dependent on forests. Trees not only
beautify environment, but purify the air, cause rain and provide us with wood,
timber, fruits and medicines. The one who plants a tree, plants the entire
forest. This forest is thus the “harvest”, the “coming age” can enjoy. Without
trees the world will become a deserted barren land and all the living beings
would face hunger. Thus, it is the tree which is responsible for the growth
of mankind. The poet seems to be anxious about “unborn eyes” and thus for

their survival, growth and development, he suggests a simpie solution, i.e.,

to plant trees.

Form and Structure: The general pattern followed in the poem is that of the

raising a question and then immediately providing an answer to that question.
Literally this technique is known as Hypophora or Antipophora. The poet
begins each stanza of the poem with the question, “What does he plant who
plants a tree?” The answer given each time delineates the importance of trees
in different spheres of human life. This repetition of the same question at the
beginning of each stanza is intentionally done to create curiosity or anxiety

in the readers to know more about the poem.

Rhyming Scheme: The poem does not have a particular rhyme scheme but
the poet has used rhyme to add life to the poem. With the use of rhyme, the
worth of trees comes out vividly, The rhyming words add to the poem'’s lyrical
quality. These words are ‘tree’, ‘free’; ‘sky’, ‘high’; rain’, apain’; ‘heritage’, ‘age’;

‘wood', ‘good’; etc.
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Lt e close mpgti‘tiﬂn of consonant sounds, usually at
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ning Wa For example:

= ﬁi‘ He plants a friend of sun and sKi;
(i) He plants the flag of breezes [free;
(i) He plants a home 1o heaven anigh,
fiv) In hushed and happy twilight heart—

(v) And years that fade and flush again,

4. Metonymy: Metonymy is a figure of speech in which a thing or concept i

called not by its own name but rather by a metonym, that is, by the name

of something associated in meaning with that thing or concept. As we can
see, whole of the poem runs on a series of metonymic associations of a free
with its qualities. According to the poet, the one who plants a tree, plants
“cool shade”, “tender rain”, “a friend of sun and sky”, “the forest’s heritage’
and leaf and wood”, etc. These phrases here are thus metonyms, as

I-I-Eap
they bear direct association with a tree.

Title: “The Heart of the Tree" is an appropriate title. The heart is one of the

most important organs in the entire human body. The human heart pumps

the blood, which carries all the vital materials and nutrients. Only when the
heart pumps the blood, it is able 1o transport OxXygen from one part of th
body to another. Likewise, a tree has certain qualities, which are as essenti#
_as human heart, for survival. Trees absorb carbon dioxide and give out life
giving oxygen for us to inhale: trees cause rainfall; trees are ess€
sthe harvest of a coming age”; trees like human heart provide us with e
and leaf and wood”, ie., all the required minerals, nutrients an
things. According to the poet, the one who plants trees, plants “seed L
bud of days to be”, i.¢,, the tree, in itself can be compared to a heart HEF.I'
‘maintains human life; so does the tree maintain the plant and animé! hﬂ:
the Earth. The Heart here thus signifies the most important qualit 5 tf;
tree. It can be concluded that the title is appropriate as the poem is ao’
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s and their importance for the survival of mankind.
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